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QB meets with Raiders, Saints
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Editor's note: Former USC QB Matt Leinart will offer ESPN.com an exclusive look into his MATT LEINART

life in the days and weeks leading up to the NFL draft (April 29-30). Matt Leinart starred
for three seasons at
USC, leading the
It's been a long few days. I'm excited to be back home in L.A. It's been fun to meet Trojans to two

. . - . . national
everybody and go to the different places, but I'm definitely ready to get this over with. championships and

a 37-2 record in

As I'm writing this entry, I'm at my agent Chuck Price's house. I'm watching his two games that he started. In his three
daughters dance to some Disney show. They're like the little sisters | never had. I'm kind season as a starter, Leinart completed
of like their big brother. 807 of 1,245 passes (64.8 percent) for

10,693 yards, 99 TDs and just 23 INTs.

I've been so busy traveling this week | haven't had a chance to talk to anybody.

Wednesday, | woke up at 4 a.m, and went to the airport to get on a flight to New Orleans.
I had a layover in Houston. | got there and talked to the Saints' coaches. | met with the
head coach Sean Payton, quarterbacks' coach Pete Carmichael, Jr. and general manager
Mickey Loomis.

Coach Payton is a great guy. He'll be calling the plays in New Orleans. All the coaches I've
met have been great, but coach Payton was really cool. | got along with him well.

Even though it was hot and humid in New Orleans, it was a good experience. What the city
and people went through was horrible. I'm not one of those guys who would say | don't
want to be with the Saints because of what happened to the city. It would be great to play
for the Saints. To be there, to feel it, and talk about the community with the coaches was a
very cool thing.

We had a nice BBQ dinner at my hotel after | got a tour of the Saints' facilities. It was really
informal. | was there with coach Payton, offensive coordinator Doug Marrone, coach
Carmichael and Mikey Loomis. We just kind of hung out and shot the breeze.

Thursday, | had an 8 a.m flight to Oakland to meet with the Raiders. After | arrived, | took
a nap. | finally had a chance to catch up on some sleep.

I went out to dinner Thursday night with the quarterbacks' coach Jim McElwain. Everyone
calls him "coach Mac." We went to dinner in the marina. We were right on the water. We
had an awesome talk. This is his first year in the NFL. He's coming from college at
Michigan State where he coached quarterbacks. He's a younger coach and very laid back.

The Raiders' facilities are right by the airport. It was really convenient. Everything was in
silver and black.

After meeting with coach Shell, and watching film with offensive coordinator Tom Walsh
and coach Mac, | met with Mr. Al Davis.

Mr. Davis and | met for 15 or 20 minutes in his office. I've never met him before. | told him
that I've been a Raiders' fan for a long time. My brother and dad are also big fans of the
Raiders.

Mr. Davis is so highly respected. He coached at USC a while ago. We talked about
everything from my career to players he coached. | asked him about his quarterback
situation. At USC, | was called "The Snake", which is Kenny Stabler's nickname. Stabler
was his quarterback a long time ago, so it was pretty cool. Stabler was a lefty too. Mr.
Davis actually said when he was watching film | reminded him of Stabler!

It was a cool experience. Mr. Davis is a legend. He's extremely smart. He's really the guy
that started the NFL.

| got back to L.A on Friday. The plan for this weekend is to relax.

5/3/2006



| played golf on Saturday with my brother Ryan, Chuck and a couple buddies. | still
haven't gotten my golf clubs that | was fitted for. | had to borrow them from my attorney.
As you know, | have the tendency to throw my clubs so I'm almost glad they haven't arrived.
Once | start practicing, I'll be decent. | just haven't had the time.

I plan on packing this weekend for New York. | leave on Tuesday. | thought | would have more
of an idea about who is going to draft me, but I still don't know. | probably won't know until
draft day. It's a toss-up. That's the scary and cool part about it.

It will be great to go anywhere.

I'm excited and can't wait to get it over.

We've set up a mailbag and you can send Matt questions or comments.

5/3/2006



